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House Puts Off Vote 




By RonSarro \ 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

Most of the 73 investigators,* lawyers and clerical 
people on the staff of the House Select Committee 
on Assassinations gathered in the old FBI finger- 
print building late yesterday to discuss the collec- 
tive kick in the pants they had just been given on 
the House floor. 

Chief Counsel, and Staff Director Richard A. 
Sprague — who has become a center of controversy 
over re-establishing the committee for the 95th Con- 
gress — gave the staff a sort of a George Allen pep 
talk about singleness of purpose, toughing it out and 
hanging in there together. 

"To a person, they decided to work on until a 
final resolution of the issue is made by the 
House. . . . They are a professional group of peo- 
ple who came here for a purpose," reported Deputy 
Chief Counsel Stephen Fallis. 

And what of the tough, abrasive and sometimes 
unorthodox Philadelphia lawyer who successfully 
prosecuted the killers of Joseph (Jock) Yablonski? 
What of Sprague? "He’s committed to continue the 
investigation," said Fallis. 

SIGNIFICANTLY, the room used for the meeting 
at the old FBI building at 2nd and D Streets SW did- 
n't have any furniture. It may never have, either, 
unless proponents of the reopening of the investiga- 
tions of President John F. Kennedy and the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr % mend some fences, particu- 
larly on the issue of Sprague. 

The mushrooming controversy over Sprague, his 
investigative methods,. the scope of his probe, and 
his near-demand that the committee be funded at 
the level of $6.5 million a year forced Democratic 
leaders yesterday to cancel a vote on the House 
floor to authorize the committee’s work during the 
95th Congress. ' \ 

"A good many members raised the question of 
bringing it up under suspension of the rules," 
Wright said. Under that procedure, the resolution 
to re-establish the committee could not have been- 
amended to put limits on Sprague’s investigative 
techniques or any other aspect of the committee’s 
work. The House would have had to take it or leave 
it. 

"Rather than try to cram this thing down the 
throats of the members, we have decided to go to 
the Rules Committee" with a resolution to re-estab- 
lish the committee, House Majority Leader Jim 
Wright explained. 

THE RULES Committee legislative route is the 
more conventional way of conducting House busi- 
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ness and would allow the House to restrict the com- 
mittee’s work, but the process could delay action 
several weeks. Predictions were that some form of 
limited investigative authority would result. 

Wright said there was some "alarm" about the 
money the committee wants and some other 
"reservations" among House Democrats. He 
added that he has been informed by House Republi- 
can Leader John J. Rhodes of Arizona that "a great 
many of their members have many questions." 

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., who is expected 
to be named the new chairman of the committee 
and therefore its chief defender, acknowledged 
after yesterday’s action that Sprague had become 
almost the single issue and that some members . 
were urging him to fire the chief counsel. 

"There have been a few insinuations, I wouldn’t 
say demands. . . . But I say don’t shoot the piano 
player, he is doing his best up to now," Gonzalez 
said. * 

Gonzalez, who would replace retired Rep. 
Thomas Downing as committee chairman, said he 
hopes to use the delay in House consideration of the 
resolution to clear up what he considers misunder- 
standings, "innuendoes" and unnecessary reserva- 
tions about the committee’s work. 

“I INHERITED some of these things," said Gon- 
zalez. "I never had a fair chance. . . . I’m like a 
prize fighter who gets knocked out even before he 
gets into the ring." 

For the past week, Gonzalez has been assuring 
congressmen, both personally and in writing, that 
the committee members would adopt strict rules 
which would restrict the conduct of staff investiga- 
tors. However, -yesterday’s action showed his ef- 
forts so far have not been enough, and that many 
members want restrictions written into the com- 
mittee’s authorization. 

The committee was established last September 
to try to resolve lingering public doubts about the 
official investigations into the assassinations of 
- Kennedy and King. Officially, the committee went 
out of business Jan. 3, but it continues to function on 
an interim basis. But what would have been a rou- 
tine reconstitution of the committee has not become 
a major issue. 

House concern about the committee stems from ; 
requests by SpraguVs staff to use such investiga- ' 
tive techniques as lie detectors, electronic eaves- 
dropping devices and equipment which evaluates 
the stress in a person’s voice, as well as the $6.5 mil- 
lion the staff wants. 

- A KEY COMMITTEE staff member said last 
night that it has never been Sprague’s intention to 
abuse the equipment. "We would not record any- 
body’s statement without their Gonsent. . . . There 
would be no polygraph or voice stress analysis 
without the full consent of the person involved." 
The staffer continued that the results of such tests 
would never be published or made known, and 
would be used for investigative research only. 



